
Vocabulary List for Titanic 
Main Vocabulary 

Word 
 

Definition Example Sentence 

Titanic A famous passenger ship that 
sank in 1912 

The Titanic set sail on its maiden 
voyage. 

Ocean Liner A large ship designed for long 
sea journeys 

The Titanic was a luxury ocean 
liner. 

Maiden Voyage The first journey of a ship The disaster happened during 
the maiden voyage. 

Passenger A person travelling on a vehicle Over 2,000 passengers were on 
board. 

Crew The people who work on a ship The crew helped passengers 
reach safety. 

Deck A floor or level on a ship Passengers gathered on the 
upper deck. 

Lifeboat A small boat used in 
emergencies 

There were not enough lifeboats 
for everyone. 

Iceberg A large piece of ice floating in 
the sea 

The ship struck an iceberg late 
at night. 

Collision A crash between two objects The collision damaged the ship's 
hull. 

Voyage A long journey by sea The voyage began in 
Southampton. 

Hull The main body of a ship The iceberg ripped through the 
hull. 

Stern The back of a ship The stern rose into the air as the 
ship sank. 

Bow The front of a ship The bow hit the iceberg first. 

Bulkhead A wall dividing sections of a ship Water poured through the 
bulkheads. 

Wireless An early radio communication 
system 

The wireless operators sent 
distress calls. 



Word 
 

Definition Example Sentence 

Distress Signal A message asking for urgent 
help 

The crew transmitted a distress 
signal. 

Maritime Connected with the sea The Titanic is a major maritime 
disaster. 

Navigation Planning and directing a route Navigation was difficult in icy 
waters. 

Descriptive Vocabulary 
Word 

 
Definition Example Sentence 

Luxurious Extremely comfortable and 
expensive 

The Titanic was a luxurious ship. 

Majestic Grand and impressive The majestic liner amazed 
passengers. 

Unsinkable Believed impossible to sink Many people thought the ship 
was unsinkable. 

Catastrophic Causing great damage or 
suffering 

The collision had catastrophic 
consequences. 

Treacherous Dangerous and difficult The North Atlantic was 
treacherous. 

Icy Extremely cold The icy water was deadly. 

Chaotic Confused and disorderly The final hours were chaotic. 

Survivor A person who remains alive after 
a disaster 

Survivors told their stories years 
later. 

Inquiry An official investigation An inquiry examined the causes 
of the sinking. 

Evidence Facts used to prove something Investigators collected 
evidence. 

Testimony A statement given by a witness Survivor testimony helped 
explain events. 

Legacy Something handed down from 
the past 

The Titanic's legacy continues 
today. 



Word 
 

Definition Example Sentence 

Commemorate To remember and honour People commemorate those 
who lost their lives. 

Memorial Something built to remember 
people 

A memorial was created for the 
victims. 

Action Words 
Word 

 
Definition Example Sentence 

Apprehensive Worried that something bad may 
happen 

Some passengers felt 
apprehensive after the collision. 

Panic Sudden uncontrollable fear Panic spread as the ship began 
to sink. 

Courageous Brave in a dangerous situation Many crew members were 
courageous. 

Desperate Feeling hopeless and in great 
need 

Families became desperate for 
safety. 

Relieved Happy because danger has 
ended 

Survivors felt relieved when 
rescued. 

Devastated Extremely shocked and upset Families were devastated by the 
loss. 

Resilient Able to recover from difficulties Survivors showed resilient 
attitudes. 

Feelings Vocabulary 
Word 

 
Definition Example Sentence 

Apprehensive Feeling worried that something 
bad might happen 

Passengers became 
apprehensive after the collision. 

Anxious Worried or nervous about 
something 

Families felt anxious as they 
waited for news. 

Panic-stricken Overcome with sudden fear Passengers became panic-
stricken  

Helpless Unable to do anything to 
improve a situation 

People felt helpless watching 
the water rise. 



Word 
 

Definition Example Sentence 

Selfless Caring more about others than 
yourself 

Many people made selfless 
sacrifices to help others. 

Grief-stricken Overwhelmed with sadness 
after a loss 

Many families were grief-
stricken after the sinking. 

Mournful Showing deep sadness A mournful silence fell over the 
crowd. 

Traumatised Deeply affected by a frightening 
experience 

Some survivors were 
traumatized for years 
afterwards. 

 


